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THIS STORM WILL END SOMEDAY
Neel Roy

The world is witnessing a new pandemic,

Who has no other work but to make people sick.

This might not be the best year to ask for something or to celebrate,
Whatever we have, we must learn to appreciate.

The whole world is waiting for this pandemic’s cure,

One day this agony will end | am sure.

This pandemic has caused a lot of pain to all of us,

It is called the “Corona Virus”.

People are imprisoned in their houses due to the lockdown,
This virus has dragged our morale down.

It's important for us to stay at home to keep the virus at bay,
And also so that we can live to fight another day.

Even though we are at home, we have become one,

The power of unity is stronger than the sun.

We must stay at home to keep the virus at bay,

| am sure that this storm will end someday...

; ,‘% . NEELROY
% Grade 8
“%¥ " Vibgyor High Balewadi
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RAJYASHREE PAL

Rajyashree is an ardent lover of painting and music. Being a Master in
Botany from Presidency College Kolkata, she has also completed
Diploma in Fine Arts from Viswa Bharati University. She is an avid
nature lover and her stitch work brings out the bonding of love between
Radha and Krishna.
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BARNALI MUKHERJEE is a Masters in Bengali Literature from Jadavpur

University, Kolkata. Her specialization is linguistics and her passion poetry. She
herself is an avid reader and prolific writer of Bengali poetry and stories. She also
is an elocutionist and loves to recite poetry. Some of her works have been
published in DESH magazine of Ananda Bazar Patrika and others have found place
in other renowned Bengali magazines across the country.
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MY LITTLE TEACHERS

Dr. Abhimanyu Sengupta

Having spent the better part of 3 decades
amidst kids on account of my profession,
these little friends of mine have never
failed to fill me with a sense of marvel and
wonder at every step along the
way. They manage to say the first thing
that comes to their minds, social niceties
and appropriateness be damned! -
pronouncements that are spontaneous
and straight from the heart, not distorted
by the lens of wisdom and experience.
Pronouncements that sound
outrageously funny but punch you in the
gut with their keen understanding as
realization sets in. This is because
communication comes naturally to
children, their lifeline to the world around
them as they know it, from the time they
open their eyes to the world, and
possibly, even before that. This is a gift
we can ill afford to take for granted,
because if it does not get the recognition
or appreciation it deserves, it will simply
be withdrawn.

We adults, as parents and caregivers,
often get so caught up with the
presumption of both the infallibility of our
sense of judgment and their naivete, so
engrossed in trying to figure out better
and better ways and things we can teach
them, that we often overlook a supreme
truth — the lessons that we can learn from
them.

| have received some of the most
significant lessons of my life from them.
Lessons that have helped me evolve as a
person.

Children hold a mirror to our feelings,
giving us the ability to laugh at ourselves.
They endow us with a vision that is
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uncluttered, unfettered by the baggage of
preconceived notions that we have
created for ourselves, bit by bit.

They teach us that it is alright to not
always be the best in what you do; it is
alright to brush your failures off and move
on, for life is an inexhaustible treasure
trove with so many more wondrous
experiences to explore and enjoy,
providing a fascinating array of options to
choose from, if and only if we can let go
of stereotyped patterns reinforced by
dead habit. For them, courage does not
necessarily mean getting it right every
time. It is as important for us as adults to
retain the vulnerability of childhood that
we have chosen to erase from our
‘grownup’ mindsets, so that we can ask
questions for which we have no answers.

Children have the natural ability to try
new things out, born out of an innate
sense of curiosity, a faculty that we have
lost in the business of trying to work our
way through the busy ‘to do’ lists of our
daily lives. They teach us that ‘routine’
may be comfortable but experimentation
is fascinating. It is from our kids that we
learn that there’s always more than one
way to do things, that life need not be a
desperate effort to play by the rules.
There is as much fun in playing the game
as there is to its outcome.

Children trust instinctively and implicitly.
This gives them an intuitive sense of
perception of others’ feelings. Trust
begets trust, so if you trust your kids and
teach them to trust themselves, they are
not afraid to express themselves, thus
helping build a stockpile of self-esteem,
which will stand them in good stead



through their lives. In return, they
unknowingly help us appreciate in fuller
measure the true meaning of forgiveness
- by forgiving us our wrongdoings and
transgressions - and in doing so, give us
the greatest gift of all — the gift of
unconditional love.

The bond that a child and his/ her
paediatrician share is a special one. |
have attempted, over the years of my
professional life, to chronicle some of my
most memorable interactions with my
little teachers in the form of anecdotes.
Here are some of my favorites:

You have the chatty kids, who love to
share their experiences with someone
outside of the family group, and you have
the ‘strong silent’ types, who observe
everything closely and intuitively,
speaking only when spoken to, and
sometimes, not at all — but when they do,
it is most often something so profound
that it leaves you fairly nonplussed. And
then, of course, you have the ‘angry
young men’ (and women) who early on in
life decide that here is a villain not to be
trusted (most often helped along by
parents who only serve to reinforce this
notion by adding their own colors to the
picture). 6 year-old Dia belonged to the
first category. She walked into my
consulting room one evening. Her mother
was the kind | place in the ‘forever
hassled” bracket and a veritable
storehouse of complaints (some real,
most imagined - though | wouldn’t dare
say that to her face). Today’s litany was
on how the little girl refused to eat what
was packed in her lunch box at school
and was, as a result (to the mother’s mind
at any rate), not putting on as much
weight as she should, or rather, as much
as some of her peers were (a fact | did
not concur with, for the record). Papa
remained a mute spectator, as always.
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Dia was unconcerned. But | could tell
from the expression on her face that she
was dying to tell me something, as she
did on every visit; so, at considerable
personal peril, | decided to cut the recital
short with, “Hey Dia! What's new today?”
In response, Dia, her mischievous eyes
alight with merriment, came as close to
me as she could - and giving her mother
a sidelong glance, almost whispered in
my ear (but loud enough for her parents
to hear), “You know Uncle, Mommy is
wearing Papa’s tee shirt today!”

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

It was 9pm on a busy Saturday, the fag
end of a hectic work week. Working my
weary way down a long list, | had finally
reached the last appointment for the day.
| was stretching my upper back to relieve
a cramp from sitting in my chair all
evening when 4 year-old Ankur walked in
with his parents, both looking equally
weary. | started ticking the boxes in my
mind. Both dressed formally. Working
parents both, from the looks of it. Laptop
bags and a Captain America knapsack.
Probably just picked the kid up from
daycare on the way back from work. “So
what's happening with you, champ?”, this
after we had him settled down. Works
most times with the 4 year-olds. Not this
time though. Ankur sat staring sullenly at
the pattern of tiles on the floor, as though
trying to commit them to memory. Mum
took over. “Nothing much really, doc. He
says he’s been feeling kind of weak since
the past few days.”

Weak? That's an unusual complaint for a
4 year-old to vocalize. Need to evaluate,
my mental boxes alerted. | was scrolling
down those boxes once more, ticking
them one by one. “Is he eating well? Has
he been falling ill frequently? Any cough/
cold/ fever/ sore throat/ tummy ache/



loose motions”, | enquired in rapid fire
response, almost like reading from a list,
without making it sound so. Nada to all.
Clinical examination normal. The staring
match between Ankur and the floor
continued. To the child, it was almost like
| did not exist. | had to break the ice. “So
Captain, you are feeling weak, are you?
Now, tell me — how do we spell ‘weak’?”,
| asked, laying a hand on his shoulder. He
looked at me, a little taken aback. This
was not the way it was meant to go. His
little brows furrowed in concentration. He
didn’t know the answer for sure, |
understood, but he was trying to work his
way around possible alternatives. “W — E
- E - K?”, he offered in response, a little
warily. | decided to change tack. | knew |
had his attention at least. “Okay, never
mind. Tell me, Ankur, what is the opposite
of ‘weak’?” | tried to help him along by
making a show of flexing my muscles. |
am not sure it registered though. For the
little fellow’s face suddenly lit up,
breaking out into a huge grin. He knew
the answer this time! “Weekend!”, he
shouted out with a victorious whoop,
leaping down from the examination table
and prancing excitedly around the room.
“Weekend! Weekend! Mom and Dad will
be at home!”

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Chitra sat facing me on the examination
table early one morning, looking very
grave. She was all of 6. Poised, self-
assured, articulate and composed as
always. Making me feel like an oaf — as
always. She didn’t need her mother to tell
me what ailed her. She had been
vomiting since the night prior and was
visibly distressed. | soon realized this was
less from dehydration than from the fact
that this was the first time in her
conscious memory that she had
experienced something of this kind,
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something that was beyond her bodily
control. And this threw her completely
and miserably out of gear. | tried to put
her at ease as she lay down on the couch.
Kids of that age often tend to be a little
squeamish about having their abdomen
examined. Chitra was no different, so to
lighten the atmosphere, | tried to strike up
a conversation, “So let me see dear, what
can | feel in your tummy today?”. This
almost never fails to draw out a smile,
even in the most tense of situations. This
time it seemed to have the opposite effect
however. For the look she gave me in
response had me rooted to the spot, the
look a particularly stern schoolteacher
reserves for a particularly dense child in
her class. She arched an eyebrow and
with all the dignity she could muster, she
said, “Vomit.” She would have said more,
if it hadnt offended her sense of
propriety. But her expression said it
anyway, in bold capitals and underlined
for good measure, “What else do you
expect?”

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Melvin was visiting me with his dad. | do
not remember what it was for. Not that it
really matters. As | worked my way
through the process of clinical
examination, Dad sat on the sofa facing
me, busy on his cellphone. Examination
concluded, | sat down to write out a
prescription and by sheer force of habit,
began reading it out aloud as | did so,
relaying necessary instructions, scarcely
looking up. Dad was unfazed, still
immersed in the intricacies of his digital
appendage [not that | was paying him too
much attention, | must confess]. This did
not seem to go down too well with the little
lad, as | soon realized. For, he stopped
me midsentence with “Uncle, can you
please stop for a bit?” and then, fixing a
rather disapproving look on Dad, voice



dripping with sarcasm, added, “Dad,
please keep your phone down. Can’t you
see Doctor Uncle is saying something
important?”

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

My 2 year old cousin, a good 10 years my
junior, was being introduced to the
concept of ‘my’ and ‘our’ with a lot of
examples of stuff that he could identify
with. And yet, the thing was preying on
his mind | later realized because he
seemed a little distracted as we played.
The independent fellow wanted to figure
this one out on his own. And then, all of a
sudden, he stopped in his tracks and
triumphantly — declared, “Yes. I've
understood! It's ‘my toothbrush’ but ‘our
toothpaste’!” | couldn’t have got a deeper
insight into the subject of ‘mine and ours’
than what that little boy taught me that
day.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkk

Our daughter, Eshna was participating in
the first drawing competition of her life. It
was a chaotic Ashtami morning at
Govinda Gardens. At 2, she was the
youngest in the ‘under 5 years’ category
— and everyone’s darling to boot.
Surrounded by a bunch of indulgent
Dadas and Didis fussing over her. A
blank sheet of paper was provided to her.
She could draw whatever she wanted to,
which didn’t amount to much, considering
that she had not graduated beyond
random squiggles. A fact she became
acutely aware of as proceedings got
underway. But that scarcely proved to be
a deterrent, for the little girl took the sheet
of paper from one Dada/ Didi to the next,
flitting like a butterfly — getting one to
draw a hill, another one a sun, one more
a house and so on till she was satisfied
with the result, adding a squiggle of
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smoke emerging from the house with a
flourish as a finishing touch for good
measure. She was the first to submit her
entry — and the first to collect her prize as
well. She had learned an important
lesson fairly early on in life. That it is okay
to delegate  responsibilites and
outsource your work to an external
agency if you lack the technical expertise
to execute it to your satisfaction. As long
as you are in the clear, retain controlling
interest of your enterprise and do not
relinquish  your intellectual property
rights. As for payback, that's a lesson for
another day, to be learned when we get
there!

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Children observe — and absorb much
more than we give them credit for, and
use the knowledge they have gained in
the process to advantage when you least
expect them to, but that surprises you
with its keen insight. Add to this the fact
that today’s children have technology
readily available at their fingertips and
figure out at a fairly early age to harness
it to shape the learning process. They let
us know, albeit in their own inimitable
fashion, that they are constantly
assessing us and measuring both our
actions and responses in social situations
without being judgmental, for they do not
have to carry the payload of a lifetime of
biases and prejudices that we as adults
do. And this makes our responsibility as
caregivers all the more consequential
and far reaching in its importance. We
need to create a secure environment
where they can dance and play, trust and
express themselves, make mistakes and
learn from them and just be who they are.
For childhood visits us but once in a
lifetime.



A paediatrician by profession, in consulting practice since 1991, Dr.

ABHIMANYU SENGUPTA dons many hats. A trained classical musician,
writer, painter, teacher, avid reader and fitness enthusiast, Abhimanyu has
made a significant contribution in his professional capacity to issues related
to adoption and children's rights. He is passionate about drama and apart
from performing on stage, directs and scripts plays.

He has been at the forefront of theatrical activities at PPBP and has keen
interest in various aspects of theatrical arts with particular focus on drama
therapv.
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MAYUR GUPTA
Entrepreneur by occupation, this is Mayur’s new found passion in the
lockdown period. He spends more than 4 hours finishing each of his

L artwork. Patience & the love for art reflect in his drawings.
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TOMORROW MAYBE

Swati Mookherjee

Mother Earth, the only home known to
harbour life,

A tiny spec in the entire cosmos, but a
whole wide world

for creation to flourish amid strife;

The rustic beauty of your untouched
virgin land is unprecedented,

A dream is born here every minute to live
through its cycle from life till death;

An abode for flora and fauna to coexist in
harmony,

You are witness to the rise and fall of
civilizations so many.

Oh Mother, time and again you have
endured frightening destruction -
man-made and natural,

Hurt and bruised, you continued through
your journey eternal;

Invincible, you have showered us with
your bountiful kindness,

Each day here narrates stories of
miracles countless;

We have seen your love, we have seen
your fury,

But we know post despair there is hope
and happiness will

follow after misery.

Dear Mother Earth,

May the sun rise tomorrow with the
promise of a better future,

May evil be eclipsed by goodness and
tears with laughter;

May your humans evolve to be more
humane and

cheer be spread by the rainbow after rain;
May love conquer hatred and

May there be lesser sufferings across
your length and

breadth;

May you keep circling around your sun in
the galaxy and

May we minuscule beings surrender to
your greatness

till eternity...

_ SWATI MOOKHERJEE

Hello everyone... this is my humble attempt to put all my
jumbled thoughts into a poem (if | may call it so). Hope you

= enjoy reading it. Apart from writing | also like doing up

interiors.
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SAMVIDHA BANERJEE
Age: Tyears

Class 2A

Euroschool West Campus Pune
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DR. ABHIMANYU SENGUPTA

The Puranic fable of Dhruva is one of my favourites. At one level, it represents
the victory of the underdog. A t another, it signifies the attribute of remaining
steadfast and focused on one's goals, a virtue we all desire but often spend
a lifetime in trying to reach.
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THE ROLE

Dibyangana Saha

‘“Mumma, can you prepare street style
chowmein?” inquired 10-year-old Dhruv
to his mother. He had just returned from
his friend’s place after working on a
Science project together.

“Why, my aloo parathas are not tasty
enough for you?” replied Neena playfully,
to her son.

“Well Rishi treated me to home-made
street-style chowmein today and it was
simply scrumplicious.” Dhruv grinned
with joy. As she looked at her exuberant
son, Neena realised that he must have
really enjoyed it since he rarely used the
word” scrumplicious, which he had
invented himself to describe food he
found extremely tasty: a mixture of
delicious and scrumptious.

Rishi had shifted base to their city, at the
beginning of that academic year and
joined Dhruv’s school in the 5th standard.
Over a very short span of time Dhruv and
Rishi had grown extremely fond of each
other. From Dhruv’s accounts of Rishi, he
seemed to be an extremely talented,
intelligent and insightful young man. Not
only he excelled in academics, but he
was jolly well in extracurricular activities
as well.

“If you liked it so much then why didn't
you ask his mother about this amazing
chowmein recipe? | could have tried my
hand at preparing it as welll” replied
Neena.

Dhruv rolled his eyes in exasperation and
said, “His mother was not home. Lakshmi
aunty, who takes care of him when his
parents are away at work served us. |
don't even know who prepared the
chowmein, Lakshmi Aunty herself or his
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Mom! And anyways Mumma, Rishi and |
hardly discuss recipes. We are too busy
discussing about superheroes, sports,
cars and sports cars you know? The
things that are really important.”

‘But you know what's really funny?”
Dhruv continued after putting his shoes in
the shoe rack.

“What's that?” replied Neena.

“We went to the storeroom to get some
stuff for our project and | discovered a
giant kitchen set there!”

“‘Really?”

“Yeah! Rishi said he loved playing with it
when he was little! Can you believe it? A
boy playing with a kitchen set. | teased
him so hard about it!" Dhruv guffawed
away.

“What is so wrong with Rishi owning a
kitchen set?”

‘But Mumma! Boys play with cars and
guns and girls play with barbies and
kitchen sets, right? Everyone knows
that.” Dhruv stated the obvious and went
to the washroom.

A boy playing with a kitchen set. Is that
idea really so ludicrous? Neena thought.
Had Ninaad, Dhruv’s father played with
more kitchen sets than Carrom boards in
his childhood, it would have been a
blessing for her. Contribution in the
housework is something she would have
gladly welcomed. Since the day she
decided to voluntarily take a break from
her career, Neena, armed with a master’s
degree in Zoology, oscillated between
trying to make round aloo parathas and
raising the perfect son! It was, as if, by the



power vested in her by some invisible
decree, the onus of maintaining a fully
functioning household was solely upon
her, with barely any help from Ninaad.
With great power comes great
responsibility, they say. Indeed!

“Well now that the midterm exams have

just got over, can Rishi come for a
sleepover this Saturday, Mumma?”
Neena’s mind scrambled back to reality
with Dhruv’s next question.

‘His father has some plans for this
weekend with his friends and it would
have been great if he could spend the
night at our place,” Dhruv explained.

‘I guess that's ok. Now enough chit chat!
Scoot off and finish your schoolwork”,
Neena reprimanded Dhruv sternly. Dhruv
jubilantly went off to finish his homework.

Neena was really impressed with Rishi’s
parents’ gesture of buying him that
kitchen set. She was very keen to meet
them, especially his mother. Very often
Neena marvelled at Rishi's mother’s
parenting skills. Well some women are
just superwomen, she had concluded.
She had a full-time career, managed her
home beautifully and had a keen eye for
detail towards Rishi’s schoolwork and
other extracurricular activities.

Neena could barely contain her
excitement as this sleepover posed a
wonderful opportunity of meeting Rishi’s
mother. Since his father was busy with
his own plans, it was obvious that it would
be Rishi's mother, who would come to
drop him over that weekend for the
sleepover. She would be able to have a
good heart to heart with the lady she had
been admiring from afar for the past few
months.

Saturday, sharp at 6, Rishi arrived at their
home. “Hello Aunty!” he greeted Neena.
Neena quickly greeted the boy and
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rushed outside to invite his mother inside.
She saw a man, climbing back into the
driver’s seat. “Hello!” Neena called out.

“Hello! | am Madhur, Rishi's father. So
nice of you to have him over for a
sleepover,” he greeted Neena.

‘Oh, that's ok. | am Neena. The boys
deserve some fun after the days of hard
work. | think Dhruv told me you were a bit
busy over this weekend.”

“That's true Neena. | do have some plans
with my friends tonight and it was great |
could drop off Rishi here for the night!
Rishi really enjoys spending time with
Dhruv!”

“‘Actually, | was hoping that his mother
would accompany Rishi and | would get
to meet her as well,” blabbered away
Neena, desperately trying to mask her
disappointment.

“Oh, Disha is not currently here at all. She
is away in London, on an official
assignment for about a year. Another 6
months’ and she would be back. | will
surely introduce you guys when she is
back!” Madhur smiled at Neena.

Neena, stood there, dumbstruck, staring
at Madhur. She was staring at the
organised, meticulous, multifaceted
caregiver of Rishi, the ‘wonder mother’
whom she had been idolising secretly
and planning to become best friends with
for so many days. She was staring back
at the man who had probably encouraged
Rishi to buy that kitchen set when he was
a toddler. She gaped in awe, at this
parent  and husband, = whose
encouragement had enabled Rishi’s
mother to pursue her career, away from
her son and her so called ‘duties’. He had
vested in her with the power to pursue her
dreams and had completely relieved her
of the responsibility of running ‘their



establishment and raising ‘their’ perfect
son!

As Madhur started walking back to his
car, Neena cried,” Hey Madhur!! Care to
join me for some tea?”

“Yes, | could, at the risk of irking my
friends on being late for the meetup. So,
next time, maybe?”
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‘I would love to get that street style
chowmein recipe from you someday.”

“Sure! But I will not give away my secret
ingredient,” Madhur replied coyly.

The ‘parents’ beamed at each other with
joy.

DIBYANGANA is a Risk Consultant by profession and a mother to a
rockstar. She has realized that dynamic prioritization and de-
prioritization between work and family is the key to a happy life. She
belongs to a family which firmly believes that women are in no way equal
to men, but are far superior.
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THE LAZY Boy

Devijaa Datta

Once there was a lovely garden in the
village of Wildwood. All the people from
Wildwood took care of the garden. Some
children came to play in the garden.
Sometimes, the villagers went for a
picnic in the garden.

John was a boy from the village. He was
very lazy and did not take care of the
garden but he played and picnicked in
the garden. The other villagers knew this
and wanted to punish him. They went to
the village old man Joseph and said,
"John does not take care of the garden.
Please help us." Joseph said, "Ok. Let's
go for a picnic." The villagers were very
confused. Joseph said, "Ask him for his
favourite food and cook that for the
picnic."

The villagers went to meet John and
asked, “What's your favourite food?"

a7

John said, “My favourite food is Bread
and Potato curry".

On the day of the picnic, everyone sat
for the food. John was going to eat the
food. Just then, Joseph stopped him. He
asked, “Where does the food come
from?" John was silent. Joseph said,
“The food comes from the trees and the
plants you do not take care of."

The lazy boy said, "l didn't know this. |
am so lazy that | never study. From now
on, | will take care of the garden and
also study."

The other villagers were very pleased
and they had a lot of fun and enjoyed
the picnic.

A little chatterbox studying in Class 1 of Indira National School,
DEVIJAA loves to read, to discuss the epics, to dance and to recite.
She has an exceptional ability to weave stories about anything.



SEVENTEEN

Shashmita Sanyal (Tiara)

The nestling knows she’s going to fly

Why then, the mirror asks me, does she cry?

The nestling walks to the ledge, raises its wing

Why then, the free wind wonders, does songs of apprehension she sing?
Because, from time and story does she learn,

That after fledging away, seldom do they return

Settling into hostel was a haze,

Until | realised I'd forgotten my biggest suitcase

I'd buried in it comfort and convention

I'd forgotten candour and compulsion

Only trifles to seem, but attached is a sentiment not so little
Like the pungent smell of Nani’s garlic pickle
Eavesdropping on the conversation next door

Whiling away summer months spread out on the cold floor
Stealing pieces of chicken from my brother’s plate,

Oh! How much the Diwali cleaning | used to hate!

Dadu tinkering away all day on some broken toy

To join him in scolding Dad - oh, what a great joy!

Hot Wheels lying all over the living room

The big white lie - tomorrow I'll definitely clean my room
These are the things that make a home

And away from these now | will roam

The nestling takes a deep breath, flaps her wing
Takes off into the blue expanse, now only to dreams does she cling
But at night, heard by none, songs of memory and hope does she sing...

SHASHMITA SANYAL
Std 11, DAV Public School
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SHREBJITA SENGUPTA

This collage truly depicts who | am, unmasked and unfiltered on one end and on the
other hand, showcasing an integral part of life, the way I look every single day in
these pandemic days.

Yes! That's me reporting for COVID duties, a doctor by profession, pledged to serve
humanity under the Hippocrates oath but also a voracious reader, connoisseur of
good food, an art enthusiast and dance is my stress buster.
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ESHNA SENGUPTA

A painting that depicts three celestial beings - all associated with Lord Vishnu and integral to the
Vaishnava faith, all of them represented as half human and half animal in their physical forms. This
was part of a design exercise seeking inspiration from our tales of yore for designing a fusion product
that combines two dissimilar elements to create a distinct third that goes beyond their sum, both in

appearance and functionality.
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ESHNA SENGUPTA

Eshna is pursuing her graduate studies in Design at the MIT Institute of
Design, Loni. Visual expression in its various forms has always
fascinated her. Her artwork spans different styles and media seen in
these pieces. She is also a trained Bharatnatyam dancer.
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“ ANSH GUPTA [8yrs]
Class: 2
Vidya Valley School (Sus Road)

DEVIJAA DATTA
Class: 1 2
Indira National School <
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WHO IS THE BEST?

Shoumitree Gupta

Once upon a time in a small town, there
lived two girls. Reena and Seema. They

were sisters. They were playing in the
garden in front of their house in the
morning. But then they got bored.

Reena said "Hey Seema! Let's make a
craft or something! | really am getting
bored playing in the garden... And
besides, it's really very hot outside!"

Seema said “Ya, it is really hot. Good idea
Reena, let's go in!"

Then their mother came out and said
"Seema! Reena! Come, have some
biscuits!"

So they went in to munch on some
biscuits. After they ate, they changed their
mind and decided to make a painting
instead! They were not really in a good
mood to make a craft.

So Seema made a drawing of a beautiful
girl sitting on a bench. And Reena made a
drawing of people going to the market.
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After they finished their drawings, the two
excited children came to show their
drawings to their mother, one by one. She
was amazed by their creativity! But then
she said " Why don't you show your

drawing to your sister too?"

So first Seema said "Reena! Come to see
my drawing! Reena saw. She said "Wow!
It is so nice! See mine!" So Seema saw
and she said the same: " it's beautiful!
But... Your one is nice... But not nice
enough! | think mine is better! "

Now... here a fight starts! The girls
started saying, "Mine's better!" "Mine's
better! Ohh, you do not want to fight with
me Seema!" Said Reena. Seema said "l
can, definitely with your piece of junk!
Reena said, "piece of junk?" Seena said

"ves!" "Aaaaaaaaaahhhhhhhh!!!", said
Reena! A fierce battle started!
Meanwhile, their mother, who was

downstairs working in the kitchen ran up
the stairs when she heard the girls
screaming and shouting at the top of their
voices!



The children were so busy fighting, they
hardly even noticed their
mother standing in the room. This made
her very angry. "STOP!" She shouted.
The children, finally noticing her, got
scared! None of them wanted to face their
own mother! "What is the matter? Why
are you fighting? | was trying to work!”

The two children were absolutely quiet.
Then they said together "Mother! She
said ( pointing to each other) that
my drawing is nice, very nice. But now she
is saying that her drawing is better!"

"|s that the matter?" Mother asked. "YES!"
Said the children together.

"HMMMM ... Ok.. Let's see... first show
me your drawings again, both of you!"

The children showed. And even pushed
each other, to be first! Well it was Reena
who got the first chance. Seema became
sad. Mother said "Oh  dear
Seema! Don'tbe sad for such small
things! It's Ok if you don’t be first this time
I Next time, when we need to decide
something again, it will definitely be you!"
This made Seema cheer up.

"Ok.. S00000000....
drawing should be like this... "

Reena! | think your
(she took a
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pencil) and... ya! Done! Ok. Now Seema".
"Now Seema, your drawing also needs
changes (she makes corrections), hmm...
| think this looks good, check this!"

But then... the children were angry... Do
you know why? Because mother made
some changes... But she didn't really tell
who's drawing is actually better!
Therefore, they were angry! Then both of
them said together, "MOTHER! |
THOUGHT YOU WERE GOING TO SAY
WHOSE DRAWING IS BETTER! NOT
MAKE IT LOOK BETTER!"

And then, Seema noticed something...
"Wait... Wow! Reena! Because mother
made these changes to your drawing, it's
actually pretty nice!" Reena said " Thanks!
| appreciate that! Yours is actually good
too!" They laughed and smiled.

Then both of them said "Thanks Mother!
Since you made our drawing look better,
we really are not fighting anymore now!
Thankyou! And sorry for shouting at you
earlier..."

Then mother said "ohh... It's Okay! |
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know you were just a little angry! .. it's
ok!"

So then the two naughty sisters,
and their mother did a great group hug!



Wow! How sweet! Now.. Everything was
going fine. And they also did some
drawings together which they had never
done did before! It was almost like the
fight was supposed to happen! So that
they have a lot of fun! Playing hide

and seek, playing hungry hippos... (a
board game) They had a wonderful time!

SHOUMITREE GUPTA
Class IV
Sri Sri Ravishankar Vidyamandir
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TISTA BANDYOPADHYAY
Grade 6
VIDYA VALLEY SCHOOL

Colors brighten her life as she brightens lives of those
around her.




THE EMPTY NEST
Mautushi Sengupta

Neat and bare the rooms now lay

As YOU BOTH, my little ones have flown away,
No more toys all over the floor

No more mud stains on the front door.

Standing silently | hold back my tears

As | remember all those yesteryears,

When this house was full of endless laughter
Of games, fun and your non-stop chatter.

Through the empty house, my eyes look around
My heart cries out without any sound,

It's not been easy to see you leave

And | know your absence ['ll forever grieve.

But I'm also so very proud of both of you

Of what you've become and what you will do,

So go out and conquer the world... Don'’t settle for less
Be gentle, be humble and spread love and happiness.

DR

1 w MAUTUSHI SENGUPTA

N An electrical engineer by training with a post graduate degree in International
Business, Mautushi Sengupta quit a corporate career to concentrate on
raising her family. A couple of years down the line, she took to
entrepreneurship, running a chain of successful pre-school and day care
centres till her latest venture of providing quality, concept and evidence-
based math and science education to high school students, enjoying her role
as teacher and mentor to the fullest. She is a voracious reader, a movie buff
and has a keen ear for music. She loves traveling and cooking.
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AARYAN MUKHERJEE
ClassV
Sanskriti School, Undri

SURANGANA BHATTACHARYA
Grade: IX
Sanskriti School
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THE TOONM WEAPON OF MASS DESTRUCTION
AANAK SENGUPTA

The year 2030...

Humanity is on the brink of extinction, a deadly virus by the name of COVID - 19 has
wiped out 99.9% of all living beings leaving a select few survivors left in a post-apocalyptic
world. The virus takes no prisoners, affecting man-woman-child-rich-poor alike.

COVID-19 appeared in the Wuhan province in China in the year 2019 through the illegal
Chinese food market and spread like wildfire. The virus was nothing like anything the world
had ever seen before. Never before had such a deadly virus surfaced on earth; so
contagious that it spread all across the whole world in a matter of just 6 months, leaving
no country immune to its horrors. Doctors and scientists were stumped, no one had any
answer to a virus which underwent mutation every time anyone came close to a cure.
What started out as a contact-only virus, rapidly morphed into a lethal airborne and
waterborne contagion engulfing mother earth in its tentacles like a hydra-headed monster.
Showing up initially with fever and flu-like symptoms, proving fatal mainly among the
elderly, COVID-19 quickly snowballed into a nightmare of unimaginable proportions -
leading to cardiac arrests and degenerative neural damage among people of all ages. The
world population steadily plummeted from 8 billion in 2019 to a mere million by 2030.

ISRO, Bangalore 2030...

A group of brilliant Indian Scientists led by Dr. Raman were working tirelessly in
association with NASA and Rocosmos (Russian Space Program) in pursuit of wormhole
technology to transport the remainder of humanity through space to any habitable planet
— a desperate last ditch effort for humanity’s survival. The few remaining scientists and
astronauts had been toiling away for the past 9 years but to no avail; the possibility of
another Earth seemed remote at best. But, Dr. Raman had never lost hope. After all, how
could he? “Humanity’s hope rests on your shoulders, my love, I'll see you again in
heaven... Protect our daughter and save humanity, Promise me!”, whispered his wife with
her dying breath. “I promise, my love, | won't let you down”, whispered back Dr. Raman,
tears flowing uncontrollably down his face as the love of his life succumbed in his arms to
the deadly virus.

Dr. Raman sat at the bedside of his teenage daughter, Anjali; droopy shouldered, hair
streaked with grey, dark circles under his eyes, baggy with lack of sleep, his face belying
his 45 years; a testimony to the 20 hours a day he had been putting in at the laboratory. 5
years had passed since that fateful day that Dr. Raman lost his wife, Geeta to COVID-19,
and he had never been the same since. “9 years and still no closer to a workable cure. |
have lost my mother and my wife to the deadly virus. I'm not about to lose my precious
daughter too. She is all | have left in this world”, thought Dr. Raman as he looked wistfully
upon the peaceful face of his sleeping daughter. “The virus will not take you away from
me, my dear... Daddy will find a way out, | promise...”, whispered the scientist softly, his
face a mask of steely grit and determination as he gently kissed his daughter’s forehead.
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ISRO, Bangalore, year 2035...

“Dr. Raman, this is the only possible way. We have exhausted all other possibilities. All
our research points to planet EZ-716B, 2.8 million light years away in the Gargantula solar
system in the Triangulum Galaxy. We call this planet “Excelsior”. This is the only planet
with breathable air, reserves of ice and water where we have been able to document with
reasonable certainty the presence of life. This is the only planet where humanity has a
fighting chance for survival’, said his colleague, Dr. Kadam. “We have researched and
gathered data on nearly 1500 billion planets, sir, and believe me when | tell you, this planet
is our only shot, Sir. All of our best scientists have worked tirelessly on this for the past 9
years. | fear that if we wait on this any longer, humanity is doomed for sure!”, added his
second in command, Dr. Chopra.

ISRO, Year 2040...

The insistent ring of the phone jolted the scientist out of his reverie. “Good evening, Dr.
Raman! This is Dr. John Crawford speaking from NASA, Lead Engineer on the Wormhole
project... | have extremely good news! After a great deal of research and experimentation,
we at NASA have been able to perfect the wormhole technology. We just had our first
successful test run. Just this afternoon, we have received Dr. Cartwright, our premier
astronaut in-charge back on earth. In the last 5 years, he has successfully travelled to
Jupiter and back, a gigantic leap for mankind. We always believed that theoretically
wormholes could be used to cover astronomically large distances within very short periods
of time. It is now practically possible! Once we are outside the earth’s atmosphere, all we
have to do is lock in the coordinates of ‘Excelsior’ and we will reach there in no time! This
technology completely changes our understanding of space and time; literally bending the
rules of physics and facilitating nothing short of - teleportation!”

Dr. Raman was ecstatic beyond words, his heart almost skipping a beat! “What a miracle!
At long last, my promise will be fulfilled”, the elated Dr. Raman thought to himself. He let
out a joyous whoop, pummelling the air with his fist and triumphantly proclaimed the news
to the whole of his lab at the top of his lungs. It felt like new life had just been breathed
into him.

2044...

4 years had passed. Dr. Raman with Anjali and all his colleagues had just landed on
Excelsior. As he stepped out of their spacecraft however, Dr. Raman’s elation changed to
an expression of pure shock. His heart stopped in its tracks. The terrain was strewn with
piles of dead bodies stretching to the horizon.

Alas! The COVID-19 virus had reached Excelsior before them...

AANAK SENGUPTA

A final year student of Electronics Engineering at BITS Pilani, Goa, Aanak is a
voracious reader, music buff, gamer, basketball player and actively involved in
social work. Aanak loves to travel and connect with people he meets on his
journeys.
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EXPERIENCE OF PPBP

THEATRE
Vivek Shome

| am indebted to Munshi Thamma for
infroducing me to Bengali drama.
Participating in the PPBP Naatoks over
the years has been one of the best
decisions I've ever made. Over time, we
stray further from the culture that has
formed our peoples' identity, but PPBP
Naatok has helped me stay grounded to
my roots.

| was introduced to a trove of rich Bengali
literature and music, and learned more
about the life and struggles of great
Bengali men like Swami
Vivekananda. Acting in a play is more
than just reading off a script and standing
on a stage - it requires physical and
emotional dedication by transfiguring
yourself into the character you play. Over
nine years, | mastered the craft and
learned how to effectively read scripts,
deliver emotional lines, and give powerful
speeches.

The experience has taught me essential
life skills - my participation helped
enhance my comprehension and public
speaking skills. | was able to pivot my
experience in Naatok to debate and
extempore speech, where | found great
success. These skills are not easy to
learn, but theatre provides a fun, engaging
way to do so.

| highly recommend participating - not only
do you gain valuable skills and
experiences, but also have fun and make
friends along the way ©
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